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T?6, and thence to Saint Louis where he will put his
mail in the Post Office, a long and rough route to en-
trust papers to, but letters have come that way and may
possibly go again. . . .

"The other day a vessel arrived from Mazatlan
and brought some newspapers which had come through
Mexico. One, of December 6, contained a bril-
liant description of General Taylor's reception at
New Orleans. How proud the old man must be! 1
hope they won't spoil him, as I see from the papers he
is likely to be our President. Our dates from Mexico
city are of January 6, when General Scott was in quiet
possession of the city, and in fact of the most impor-
tant places in the country. On this side Commodore
Shubrick is at Mazatlan, with two or three hundred
sailors on shore. They are tired enough of it, and
every effort is making to get volunteers to replace the
sailors but thus far without success. The Americans
here will not volunteer again, and Colonel Mason has
been compelled to buy a vessel and send her to Oregon,
to try there and arouse the Americans to a sense of
patriotism to go to Mazatlan, but I fear the emigrants
there are not very anxious to exhibit their patriotism
in that way.

"Mazatlan is a tolerably important place, about
12,000 people, brick houses, paved streets and hotels,
luxuries not known higher up. They import a great
deal there from some cities in the interior, and it is also
the point whence much silver is exported. Now Uncle
Sam appears to be hard up and has imitated Mexico so
well in the science of squeezing money out of the poor
fl*tir  tiiiwi  m  nipitlly  iipproitt^tiitg  when  Lieut
